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Coatlicue

Aztec god of the earth – creator and destroyer. Her name means “serpent skirt”.
Mother to many, including Coyolxāuhqui.

Coyolxāuhqui

Aztec warrior with a 400-person army. Her name means “painted with bells”.
Daughter to Coatlicue.

Vocalist

Primary singer, serving as Coyolxāuhqui’s disembodied voice.

Chorus

The Centzon Huitznahuas (The 400), singing from the skies surrounding the stage.
They are the stars, wind, and voice.

Act I : New Moon
Coyolxāuhqui has been exiled to the moon. She has just lost a battle to her brother, Huitzilopochtli, over
her mother’s unexpected pregnancy. Huitzilopochtli, at Coatlicue’s request, flings her body parts into the
night sky. Coyolxāuhqui is angry.
Act II : Whispers / Crescent
Coyolxāuhqui begins to double herself. She is simultaneously immobile and moving across the night sky
until she is exhausted. She believes she is going mad when, in a fevered dream, her mother calls to her.
Coatlicue tries to calm her but to no avail.
Act III : Awakening / Quarter Moon
Coatlicue recounts the last moments of Coyolxāuhqui’s life, the battle that led to her death. Coyolxāuhqui
recounts her own version.
Act IV : The Moon Hungers / Waxing Moon
Coyolxāuhqui is tired of holding anger and she is hungry. To eat, though, she must connect her body. She
makes attempts. Coatlicue helps.
Act V : She Wears Bells / Full Moon
After Coatlicue’s healing, Coyolxāuhqui is now full moon, dancing across the sky.

father, and husband.

Joaquin “Muerte” Abrego (Percussion, Chorus), born in the barrio of San Felipe in Del
Rio, began his professional music career 16 years ago in San Antonio as a street performer
playing percussion and guitar. He has been playing music since he was a child and is a
founding member of three local bands that compose original music: Los Nahuatlatos, Eddie
and the Valiants and the San Antunes. Joaquin is creator of the Xicanx Versus Aliens podcast,
available on Anchor and other platforms. He is also a traditional Danzante conchero, whose
roots go back to pre-Hispanic America. He is a community health worker and community
organizer in poor communities of color. Joaquin’s many other titles include chef, gardener,

Giomara Bazaldua (Choreographer, Actor) is director of Zombie Bazaar Panza Fusion, a
local queer-based dance troupe fusing elements of cumbia, ballet folklorico, polka, and, of
course, fire dance, to produce work to produce work centered on social issues like
LGBTQIA rights, immigration, and women’s freedom. Gio is also the artistic director and
creator of San Antonio’s only all Latinx drag king troupe, Los MENtirosos, which has been
charming the city while creating space beyond the city’s gayborhood, where king
representation has been nonexistent. Her character, Sir Gio, won Mister Pride San Anto
(2019), scoring highest overall in all categories – fierce!
Jess Hawkins (Production Lead) is a silent but powerful force of nature, supporting and
creating art and activism in San Antonio and beyond. As the voice of Los MENtirosos, San
Antonio’s only Latinx drag king troupe, Jess transforms into Gacho Marx, a San Anto fresa
who respects his father, idolizes his mother, and loves his hair.
Barbie Hurtado (Technical Development) (they/them/elle) is a non-binary fat queer
Mexicane activist and the organizing and training Manager at Planned Parenthood Texas
Votes. Barbie serves as the national recruitment co-coordinator for Mijente and they are a
member of May Ron Nirenberg’s LGBTQ+ advisory committee. In
2017 Barbie co-founded Son Queers, a collective of queer, trans, and non-binary musicians
that share, teach, and play traditional son jarocho music in a safe, inclusive environment with
the mission of healing through art and music and resisting the hetero-patriarchal-normativity
that is prevalent in our society. Barbie is also found member of Los MENtirosos, San
Antonio’s only drag kind troupe. Last October Barbie published the first edition of La
Gorda Zine, a space to write their experiences navigating and existing in the world in a fat
queer body. You can find Barbie around Texas leading chants on a megaphone, playing the
jarana with Son Queers, or transforming into their drag persona Pancho Panza and dancing
to Juan Gabriel.

Joyous Windrider Jiménez (Director, Video Editor) is a multi-disciplinary artist, educator,
and mother of one son. A San Antonio native, Joy spent nearly a decade abroad, where she
helped diverse minority groups tell their stories. Since her return in 2009 she has presented
her poetry, theatre, and visual art pieces in venues around the city. Joy has facilitated the
production of over 50 original plays created by and for San Antonio youth. She currently
teaches for Gemini Ink and The Magik Theatre. Joy is also the cofounder of Raise The Whisper, a writing and art collective for those
affected by family rape and sexual abuse.
Ceiba ili (Flutes, Chorus) is Maya Lenca from Honduras. With a blend of traditional
indigenous sounds and canto, Ceiba brings the migration stories to the forefront of her music
and teaches about the importance of empowerment through cultural memory. Her
performances educate and empower communities to remember their roots and their right to
migration.
Jaime Ramirez (Composer, Musical Director) is a San Antonio-based music director, composer, and pianist with
a BA in Music from UTSA whose work has largely been in theater and circus
worlds. He was Resident Music Director at The Magik Children’s Theatre
(2000-2007) and continues to direct throughout the city. To date he has
scored seven professional theatrical productions and been awarded ATAC
awards for Best Original Scores (2010, 2011) and Best Music Direction (2016,
2017). Jaime also toured as lead keyboardist for Ringling Bros. Barnum &
Bailey Circus (2007-2010). Jaime’s’s debut solo album, “underscored” is
available now on CDBaby.com and accessible on all streaming platforms. For
more visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWexiMUSW-Gl_a9FhIfm6w
jo reyes-boitel (Creator, Writer, Actor) is a poet, playwright, and essayist. A novice hand percussionist, jo is also a
rabid music listener and former music researcher. jo is a queer mixed Latinx/Xicanx and Texas transplant by way
of Minnesota | Florida | Mexico | Cuba. jo’s performance work includes, this body,
centered on inheritance, acknowledgment of familial trauma, and transformation through
and with chronic illness. Her directorial and writing debut of Nahual, a one woman play,
was presented in 2017 in celebration of World Theater Day. Recent publications include
Scalawag Journal, Windward Review, La Voz de Esperanza, and Chachalaca Review. Her
first book, Michael + Josephine (FlowerSong Press, 2019), is a novel in verse that
reimagines St. Michael, the Archangel, as a queer woman who begins a love affair with
Josephine, a disaster relief worker. For more information: joreyesboitel.com.

Bianca Sapet (Primary Vocalist) is a Xicana singer/songwriter, native to San Anto,
Tejas, who strongly believes music can heal, transform, and transmute ancestral, spiritual
knowledge; that music is one of the ways in which to bring about social change. Her life
informs her music porque vida es arte y arte es vida. She is currently at work on an
album.
Lilith Tijerina is a San Antonio native teatrista pursuing a career in
performance art, lighting design, and acting. As she navigates through
an ongoing struggle with identity, her work reflects personal experiences of oppression, trauma,
and healing as a brown Chicana artist. She has a BFA in Theatre, Performance and Production
and a Minor in Latina/o Studies from Texas State University.

A playlist, curated by by Bonnie Ilza Cisneros (aka DJ Despeinada) plays prior to each show.
It’s available on Spotify, “she wears bells”. Enjoy this great mix!

Jump-Start Performance Company
Kim Corbin, Chuck Squier, and Clint Taylor
Andi Garcia-Linn Darren Hawthorne
Bonnie Ilza Cisneros (DJ Despeinada)

For more information about Jump-Start Performance Co. and ways to support innovative art for the stage
visit www.jump-start.org/ or Facebook, @jumpstartperformanceco.
For more information about the artists associated with she wears bells visit https://joreyesboitel.com/
for their bios and links.

Coyolxāuhqui is the Aztec goddess of the Moon, whose demise was immortalized in a large relief stone at
the foot of the Templo Mayor in Mexico created in pre-colonial times but not uncovered until 1978.
Coyolxāuhqui led her 400 brothers, known as the Centzon Huitznaua (the 'Four Hundred Huiztnaua' who
represented the stars of the southern sky), in a bid to kill her mother, the god Coatlicue. They planned their
attack when they learned Coatlicue had become pregnant in a bizarre and somewhat dishonourable
circumstance when she picked up a ball of feathers found at the shrine on top of the mountain Coatepec.
Coatlicue tucked the feathers into her belt and became miraculously impregnated with the warrior
Huitzilopochtli.
Coyolxāuhqui’s plot was undone when one of the 400 warned the unborn Huitzilopochtli who, in turn,
sprung from Coatlicue’s womb fully formed and fully-armed with a ray of sun as his weapon. Defeating
Coyolxāuhqui, Huitzilopochtli chopped up her body and threw them down the altar steps. But, at
Coatlicue’s request, Huitzilopochtli tossed her body into the sky, where she became the moon.
Coyolxāuhqui is connected with the moon and the Milky Way. The sun’s daily return is viewed as a victory
within Aztec mythology. In feminist texts Coyolxāuhqui has been re-envisioned as a symbol of the
possibility of transformation and healing after brokenness. Queer theorist Gloria Anzaldúa called this
movement toward healing the Coyolxāuhqui Imperative, suggesting that, like the moon’s phases,
brokenness and healing are continual processes.

https://www.ancient.eu/Coyolxauhqui/
http://www.revistascisan.unam.mx/Voices/pdfs/7423.pdf .

